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quotations from it daily cropping up in the press, I have no doubt it will effect the purpose for which it was written.
I wished to give a condensed, but strictly accurate, summary of the career of the Gladstone Ministry. There is not an expression which was not well weighed, and which I could not justify by ample, and even abounding, evidence. Lord Salisbury,1 and the Hull election, together, will effectively silence my critics. . . .
Disraeli went in the following month to Glasgow, and there defended himself in detail. Ministers might sigh, he said, and newspapers might scream, but the question was, Was the statement a true one ? It was no answer to say ' Oh, fie! how very rude!? He maintained that he had written the history of a Ministry that had lasted five years and had immortalised the spirit of their policy in five lines.
The occasion of Disraeli's visit to Glasgow was that he might be installed Lord Rector of the University, and might thereupon deliver his address to the students who had elected him two years before, but who had been deprived of the treat of seeing and hearing him in the previous autumn by Lady Beaconsfield's last illness. Many other functions, however, were planned to welcome the man of the hour to the Clyde. Writing to Lord Barrington a few days beforehand he said the expedition was ' assuming colossal proportions. . . . My plans assume that I shall return to England alive; when I see the programme of the Glasgow week, it seems doubtful. Nothing can be more inhuman; and if there were a society to protect public men, as there is to protect donkeys, some interference would undoubtedly take place.'
Few statesmen were more qualified by sympathy and experience to give advice to youth. He had never ceased to be young in feeling, and to feel for the young; and he himself was a dazzling example of what resolute and aspiring youth could achieve. He impressed upon his hearers at Glasgow the necessity, in order to succeed in life, for
i Who had written an article in the current number of the Quarterly Review, strongly criticising 'The programme of the Radicals.' Grey dc Wilton's failure by a small n to retain the seat which Chelsea had won by a n somewhat similar. Disraeli, at any rate, was qi penitent.
